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IN ANSWER 


To Mr. Bennet's Diſcourſe of 
SCHISM: 
Witha Poſtſcript to Mr. Benner. 
Dy Thane Slepherd, M. A. Miniſter of the 
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TO THE 


Diſſenting CHURCHES, 


esse 


Biſhops and Deacons. 


TT is not for me, who am one of 
the meaneſt among all the thou 
a . to give Inftruc- 
tions to You, my Fathers and Be- 
thren. | 


Leamed Writings vleaſe the | 
ed; (bur how few are theſe?) plain 
Writings do more profic the Plain ; and 
ſuch generally our People are, and for 
them I write. You cannot but know, 
A3 what 


Epiſtle, | | 
what a Cry of Schilm has been of 
late rais d againſt the Diſſenters, and 
that by thoſe vety Men that have ſtol'n 
from, and left us; ( for tis not the Dif 
ſenter, but che Church» Man, that is 
warp d and gon) who (that they may 
ſeem to juſtify themſelves in their De- 
ſection and Revolt) do not forget 
plentifally to pour in their Bills of 
Indictments againſt Us. 

That I'm engaged in this Controver 
ſy (who never was a Friend to Pole- 
mick Debates or Studies) is not of 
Choice, but pure Necefficy : Nor was 
I acquainted with one half of what 
had paſſed between this Gentleman 
and ſome Others, till I ſaw his printed 
Account of it. 

Ic is the Complaint of a Learned 
Man, that the Church it ſelf is made 
a Partition Wall, co divide and fe: 


| the Members of it; | 
om a ſeparate Worſhip (I may add) 
there ariſe ſeparate Intefeſts and Af- 


fections, 


— iter Sos 


| 


. 
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be 


Epiſtle. 

fections; thence Diſputes, hot and 
flaming, which very rarely have as 
ny better effect, than to make an hot 
Head, and a cold Heart. 
But Jacta et Alea, and I wou d now 
fairly and calmly enter into the Me- 
ries of the Caule; that I may ſatisfy 
Myſelf, and my People under my 
Conduct, of the Nature of this Sin of 
Schilm, (chat is ſo warmly charg- 
3 us) and at whoſe door it 

Tis certainly very neceſſary for us 
to underſtand the Grounds we go up- 
in our Worſhip, that the Charge 
not brought againſt us, as ag 


know 

able 

tile, when a proud Adverſary ſhall 
exalt himſelf. 


But theſe Gentlemen in the ſaddle, 
are reloly'd to cruſh us; and in order 
to that, load us with horrid Imputati- 

| ons, 


y 
* 
? 


Epifile. 
op, a We - 
throw! irt enough, iluppol1 that 
ſome. will Rick 3 and had — 9 
thority more in Wiſdom and Tender- 
neſs than ſome Bigatted Church- 
men, the Diſſenters had ere now 
been in Nebuchadiezzor's fiery Fur- 
nace. 

How ſome of the beſt Men, were 
treated by ſome of the Worſt ſome 
Years agon, will not eaſily be for- 
gotten ; and well might Cardinal 
Richlew (ay, If the KING of 
<« Great»-Brittain would not allow the 
« different Modes of the P | 
* Worſhip, Why ſhou'd hi Maſter 
« of France, allow of two different 


ER Eyiftle. | | 
excive Power: And tho' we can ex- 
pet little Succeſs from our Anſwers, 
(on which account the Nonconfor- 
miſts have of late agreed to hold their 
peace, and not to make Apologies to 
the Wind) yet becauſe many can better 
number the Books and Pages they 
read, than they can weigh and judge 
of the . _ wh: Argu- 
ments, and ( ) pretend- 
ed Sons 288 ſhou d boaſt 
themſelves of their Achillzan Prow- 
els, it was thought convenient ( and 


on my part unavoidably neceſſary) 
to give an Anſwer 
— Bux the Controverſy s exhauſted 

pent,and nothing new is advanced 
on either {ide ; 3 
(ſince moſt Writers are che 
Controverſy into the Clo and 
loſe che Reader in a Croud 
of DiſtiaQions, that have no ground 
the. ſacred Oracles, conſequently 
ſv caily underſtood by, or ſai 


(a) factory 


in 
not 


Epiſtle. 


factory to renewed Minds; many 
which — = the 


Scriptures, than with all the 


in the World beſides 
mains no Way _ 
1 have taken; that is, to 
the Controverſy, and ſet ic 
Light, and 
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Bpiſtle. 
ſo much the more deliberate 
better digeſt, my 
reck Oratour wou d 
y thing to the Senate, 
had firſt well concoct- 
conſider d. If what we 
ing out, is not fit to be ſet be- 
our People, tis a piece ( 
ink) of very ill Manners to offer 
it to the World. 

III. On this Principle, Nuſquam 
reo, ubi non moves; nuſquam moveo, 
ubi non doceo. I am not at all wilt 
i pend ſeveral Days on that 
which ſhall live no longer than a 
News Book; and ſince | am en- 
truſted with Souls, I wou'd be pro- 
firing them in every Turn of my 
Pen; ſuppoſing chat unto them (next 
under Cod) I owe an Account how 
my Ti 

lt 


Fi 


2 8 


K. f. 
>- 


D 


an eaſy Conqueit of us both: Bur 
oe? 1 bope our People are ſagacious and 
Gy wile enough to diſcern the Snare, 


Epiſtle, 


Cry of Schiſm, and to draw em 
from cur Miniſtry, and thereby make 


their Salvation as well as ours lies 
at ſtake; they muſt then be Judges 
in the Controverſy, and in order 
to this, the whole Debate muſt be 
laid in a plain and familiar way be- 
fore em, as this Gentleman has for 
his part already done; and why 
ſhou'd not the Reſpondent write 
with the ſame Plainneſs and Freedom 
his Opponent did? | 
There will be ſome Excreſcencies 
in all Writings of this Nature, ſuch, 
in which the Merit of the Cauſe is 
very little concern'd: Such as thoſe 
in this Gentleman I make allowances 
for in courſe, (tho' I muſt confeſs 
I did not expect they wou'd have 
been fo rumerous, in one who 
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Il any of the Rulers of 7/-a ſhall 
be offended at any unwary F xpreſſi- 
on, that may have (chro Overſight) 
eſcapd me, twill be my trouble; 
and hope it will at leaft occaſion 
thus much Good, that Authority will 
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ADVERTISEMENT. | © 
r Atcly Printed, ſeveral | 
Sermons on Angels, | 
with a Diſcourſe on the | 
Power of Devils, in bodily | 


By Thomas Shepherd, M. A. 
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SONG l. vii 


Tell me, O Thou whom my Soul loveth, where 
Thox feedeſ, where Thou makeſt thy Flock 
to reſt at Nom: For why ſhould [ be as 
One that turneth afide by the Flocks of thy 


* 


2 Love gives Freedom Serm. I. 
onate to Souls, or very cruel; and are either 
the beſt, or the worſt of Men: She had 
been talking with, and pouring out her 
Complaints to others; now ſhe turns her 

ſelf to CHRIS, in Prayer, that is the 
only ſure way to Compoſure and Reſt. We 
may complain with the Pſalmiſt, We ere 
toſſed as the Locuſt, and our Breaſt will | 


continue fuil of Toſlings, till we anchor 
upon CHRIST. Men, at beſt, are Thorns; |! 
expect nothing ſrom them, and your Soul 
will dwell at cafe; ſmall Expectations are 
not capable of great Diſappointments; but 
expect great things from Chriſt, the more 
you expect the more you receive, * Open 
thy Mouth wide, and I will fill it, and the 
more you honour Him. * 


This Verſe is the Churches Prayer; where, 


Fir, The Title ſhe gives Him; o Thou 
whom my Soul loves: Mind! what Freedom 
Love gives the Soul wich Chriſt? Faith 
leads on the Soul with Boldneſs to the Throne | 
of Grace, that we may obtain Mercy, and find 
Grace to help in Time of weed f. Love in- 
creaſes this Freedom, and ſtrengrhens Faith's 1 
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Serm. I. wth CHRIST. 


Hand: As we believe, we love; it always 
holds proportion with our Faith: As we 
love, we pray; and accordiag to our Pray- 
er, ſo is our Growth and Succeſs in the 
ſpiritual Life. | 

Again, The Soul that loves Chriſt, may 
ask him any thing; Att and ye ſhall re- 
celve, ſeek and ye (ball find, knock and it ſhall 
be open d; a thre:-fold Promiſe, that Faith 
may ſtand upon the more ſolid Ground in 


prayer; let ſuch as can, uſe this Title. 


Faith in Pray er brings Chriſt near, an Ar- 
peal, brings Him ncarer: No Title more 
pleaſing to Chriſt, none more ſweet to our 
ſelves than this, when ve can thus ſpeak, 
O Thon Whom our Souls love. 


Second, The Requeſt, which is double; 


I. Where Thou ſeedef? > The Lord Chriſt 
deſcrites Himſelf as a Shepherd, Micah 5.4. 
He ſhall ſtand and feed in the ſtrength of 
the Lord, in the Majefly of the Name of 
the Lord his God: His Church calls him. 


lo, Pſal. 23.1. The LORD us my Shepherd, 


(and triumphs therein) Z ſhall not mant; 


for He has paſture ſufficient for his Flock. 


I. Where Thou-makef? thy Flock to refs. 
at Nenne In theſe Countries it was ne- 


celary that the ſhepherds knew where to 
B 2 find 
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Him always; 
of 
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not only 
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and 
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Wan 


make thei 
did ) ; 
Thou knoweF that 1 love 
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' things, 


34 
Thee, as the Ch 
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Love to CHRIST, Serm. I. 
all Love to God; which nothing can re- 
cover but Grace: As the new Nature 
riſes in any of us, ſo Love to GOD riſes: 
But, N OP 
Queſt. How ſhall I diſcera my Love 
to CHRIST? | 
Anſ. 1. He that loves Jeſus Chriſt, loves 
as He loves, and hates as He hates: He 
hates fin, Te that love the Lord hate evil: 
He hates the whole ſpecies, the whole kind; 
T hate (ſays the Pialmiſt) every falſe way; 
his Hatred appears from his WearineGs of 
it: What Rebeka# ſpake politickly, on the 
% yy fr <l on * 3 

cious perſon am 
of my Life, becauſe of theſe Daughters 2 
Herb. Again, He keeps up a continual 
Fight and Conflict againſt ir, to that De- 
gree, that it makes his 3 
thing, in a very great meaſure, Rom, 7. 
237 24- T ſee another Law in my Members, 
warring againſt the Law of wy. Mind, and 
me into Captivity to the Law ef 
w oy « is in Members - O wretched. 


8288 i 
Now, bring-chis to the eg in hand 
Hal. 45- 3-4 the Church ſhews. her Love 
q to 


Ferm. I. 


How it appears. 8 


to Chriſt's Perſon, in that ſhe fo 
deſires. the ſucceſs of His Goſpel; Gird thy 


EO TE: 
auſ⸗ 


piri 

different dreſſes: Late 268, er 
„ Af Llp i he © Name, and 
to the Remembrance. of Thee; with my foal 
have 1 defired Thee in the Night, Tea with 
nnn Thee early. 
Love mourns, 2 Cor. 7. 11. All thoſe ge- 
nuine Effects of godly * were re- 
motely owing to, and flowing from Love. 
Love rejoyces, Cant. 1. 4. The X ING ba 
bt me into his Chambers, we will be 
glad and rejoyce in Him; we will remember 
thy Loves more than Wine : The Upright 
wt hi r 
2. He wi any thing 
Lie 


germ - L. Diſcover d. 
this World, and more with that: They that . 
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TY are often talking with Him in 
yer, and are running to him with the 

Rory of all their Troubles and Sorrows. My 

Friends far, me, ee ior the pours ous Tears 

nt GOD. 

4. They love his Preſence, and dread his 

Abſence, more than any thing in the World 


beſide; te: they profer his Love above all ſen- 


fual joys. Song 1. 4. We wil be glad and re- 
in Thee; we will remember thy Loves 
e than Wine ; the Upright love thee: they 
fear the loſs of it. Song 3. 4. 1 beld Him, 
and would not let bim go e Occ. and en 
not be cake when be js abſent, or hides his 


face; but then the Church runs up and 
down the Streets of Jeruſalem ; that is, from 
Ordinance to Ordinance, and is not fatisfied 
till She recover the ſenſe of his Love. O how 
— 


ſuch Souls long for it, Pſal. 63. & 8. 
the whole. The ſweer Ginger of Iſt 
his Throne, ſurrounded with all the Felicties 
of Humane Life, does not enjoy himſelf, when 
GOD hides his Fa _—_— _ „ Again, 
Love to him Soul rejoyce in 
him, in the want ary ere Comtorts. At 
the' the Fig-tree ſball not liabe, neither ſlal 
Frait le. en the Vines, the Labour of the Olive 
ſhall fail, and the Fields fhall yield no meat, 
the Flecks ſball be cut off from the Fold, and 


* 
—— 
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C „lere | 
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Love to 


there ſhall be no Herd in the Stalls, yet I 
will rejoyce in the Lord, I will joy in the GOD 
of my f Salvation. Job was ſo fervent a Lo- 
ver, that he refus'd to be always on this 
Earthly Floor, if he might; 7 /oath it, (ſays 
he) I would not live alweys. And Paul ſpeaks 
of himſelf, and the firſt Chriſtians, that they 


ſay thus ? 

Axnſw. Yes, unleſs in this one caſe of Dark- 
neſs, his Spirit may be under a damp, his 
idences not clear : Thus things 
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Ferm. I. 


JESUS CHRIST. 


afide from him, and therefore plead 


turning 
his Directions for Worſhip. RS, 


I. How many ways may we turn afide from 
CHRIST. 

II. Reaſons or Grounds of this fear of turn 
ing afide from him. 

III. ſes. 


Firft, How many ways may we turn 12 
ſide from CHRIST? 
1. Sin is a falſe way: Pſal. 119. _ 


I hate ( fays that Divine Soul) every falſe 


way: Very fitly fo called, in that, it always 
cheats and deceives the Expectations of the 
Sinner : a Temptation comes ſmiling, richly 
laden with great and large Promiſes of Ad- 
vantage, or Honour, or Pleaſure, but when 
the Soul has yielded, it ſoon perceives, that 
all the flattering Sweets are gone, and no- 
thing but the Guilt and abide. 

2. Falſe Worſhip is a turning aſide from 
Chriff. This was the Fear of the Church 
here in the Text: Uncommanded Worſhip 
is falſe Worſhip. 

Object. This is a ſmall matter, and a very 
inſufficient Ground of Diſſſitisfaction. | 
Anſw. We were lately inſtructed, that 
Schiſm was no ſmall matter, but a very 


great and damning Sin: * well , 


i. Wiſe 


12 ncommanded Worſhip, no Bleſſing. Ser. I. 


that if diſobeying the Statutes, and regard- 
leſneſs of the 12 Appointments of 
Men, is made ſo vile a Sin; ſurely, a Non- 
_— of God's own Injuncti 
to his Worſhip, cannot, with any 
3 v be accounted f final and trivial mat - 
ter. Nothing in Divine Worihip is little, 
becauſe God, to whom that — is paid, 
is a great GOD; his Rewards of Gas ©: 


ions rela- 
mo- 


great, and delrable: his Puniſhments like- 


unexpreſſibly dreadful. 
| Surely the Rings of the 4 of the 
Tabernacie erected by * the mY of the 
ES,” 
tively t : Ter tis very 
noteable, that Moſes vine al the work of 
Bezaleel and Abeliab, two Maſter Workmen ; 
and when he faw that they had done all 
things according to the Order of God, then, 
and not till then, he bleſſed them: and that 
great Man Moſes might not vary at all from 
what was commanded him, See that thee 
make all things according to the Pattern ſhew- 
ed thee in the Mount. " how much the 
nearer our Worſhip comes to the Word of 
GOD, by ſo much the more acceptable it 

is ro GOD. The Church of Exgland left 
Rome, becauſe ſhe had wholly left the Word ; 
2nd the Diſſenters leave them, becauſe after 
all that Light and Knowledge, mn 


* 
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Serm. I. Worſhip muſt be Commanded. 


the Reformation, they ſtill main: 
n oe > lane: £m the 


> with obſtinacy and deliberation, refuſe 
to come any nearer toit; and force us more · 
over to fit down with their Meaſures, not 
giving us leave to come ſo near to the Word 
of GOD as we can come, when after all, we 
are ſure we ſhall come infinitely ſhort of 
that Service, which is due to a GOD of fuch 
Glorious Perſections. 
Objef. The Worſhip of the Romiſh Syna- 
_  — Worſhip; ours of the 
of England, is only uncommanded. 
You muſt prove tis forbidden. 
| Anſw. 1. It is enough for us, (who love 
our own Souls better than they do, who ſo 
inſtruct us) that GOD has given this Reaſon 
of his diſpleaſure in matters relating to bis 
Worſhip: becauſe it was not commanded. 
Lev. 10. 1. for this Preſumption, Nada and 
its were wp upon „ 
Dent. 17. 3. Worſhiped any of the H 
2 even, which 1 beve not eee This Al 
ext relates to Wor e 
ObjeQt. The former Text to w 
right Object in a wrong manner: And 
was that manner? It was in ſuch a 
way and manner as was not commanded. 
Bur, fay ſome, you mult firſt prove, that it 
i forbidden of GOD, what is required of 


C3 you 


14 


Of Uncommanded Worſhip Serm: 1, | 
you by Man; for, what is not forbidden, | 


may, and muſt be done in Obedience to the 
Magiſtrate. - 

Anſw. 1. The late Bp. of Worceſter ſhall 
anſwer for me, in his Anſwer to Creſſey. 
We need not (/s be) mgke Negative Ar- 
* ticles of Faith, where theFirmative do ne- 
© ceſſat ily imply em fo with a little turn of 
© of Thought and Expreſſion: We need not 
Negative Proofs, to diſprove ſuch things in 
< Wor:hip, when as we no where find them 
*in the Word of GOD, our only Rule of 


Faith and Practice, unleſs our Brethren 


< (rhat they may eſſectally manage the Cauſe 
* againſt us) will deny, that the Agenda, as 
< well as the Credenda of Religion, the thi 
*that are to be done by us, as well as 
*things that are to be believed by us, are 
contain d in the Word of GOD. 

Anſw. 2. Tis abſurd to ſay we muſt ſtay, 
and not Worſhip in our own way, till our 
Arguments have convinced our Adverfarics: 
Then the Church muſt ſtay, and not worſhi 
GOD (as they would have had it in Daniel $ 
time) Till the World ſhall be in humour, and 


give us leave- 


Again, What an hopeful attempt would 
this be? We muſt make thoſe Judges that are 
Parties concern d; we muſt not judge for 


our ſelves ; nor, lr our People be Judges for 
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1 comm. . Grounds of the Churches Fear. 


z peculiar manner ſhew their Love or Ha- 


themſelves: If we allow of this, (as in all 
an infallible way of blowing us up; that is, 
to. poſt us up for fools, tell us that we 
neither write or argue like Gentlemen or 
Scholars. 


Me Ft Ie OE 

I. car way to Him, 
proportionable to their Love dlm: . 
gether with the danger of being miſled, ſince 


on | 

2. Becauſe they know that the Great and 
Holy GOD, is jealous of his Worſhip, and of 
nothing more: He accounts that Men do in 


1 
5 


. 


the Second | 
. Becauſe of their Weakneſs and Liable- 
ſled by Teachers, 


y ; 
Pet. 2. 1. There ſhall be falſe Teach- 
who privily ſhall bring in dam- 
and then the Capital Here- 

denying the LO RD that 


F 


1 


Eternal Salvation or Damnation depend there- 


16 


Difficult to know the Church. Ser. I. 
ſenters: 2 are _ of aſcribing too 
much to Grace Righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST, bone A Ns 
queſtionable » W t may not found 
among the Flocks of Chriff's Companions. 
Theſe the Church is ſo much the more afraid 
of, becauſe of their Vicinage and Nearneß to 


— with 

Boaſts of their Acquaintance with him. 
Hoſea 9. 8. The Watchman of Ephrahim way 
with my God: but the Prophet is a Snare of « 
Fwoler in all bis ways. Boaſts of their Num- 
bers, their Learned Men on their fide, the 


 Ancientneſs of their Cuſtoms, and Modes of 


Flocks, partly on the account of their 
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Ser. I. Reaſonablendſs of ſeparate Worſhip 


reſt to tread hard on thoſe below em, to ſe- 
more. 


ſeg Tuform us, 


17 


Be true to GOD, Ferm. . 


are making the beſt avky toy qn.of 
their Salvation. We like not the ſpruce 


modiſh faſhionable way ; bur they GP ad- 
mire that way, may follqw it, we do not: 


And what provocation in all this? O horrid 


abuſe! to reproach Perſons otherwiſe Godly, 
for taking the beſt care they can of, their 
Salvation: and thoſe that are fo 
may comfort themſelves with this, They 
bear the Reproach of their Integrity. 


Tſe 2. Exhortation. 


. Plead for this Direction, he only can 
tell us what is pleaſing to himſelf : He om 
ly that lay in his Father's boſom, Fob 1. 18. 
and from thence deſcended to enlighten, 
ſave the World, He only can preſcribe 
own Worſhip. Turn to 2 chron. 29. 25. 
ezekiah would do nothing in the Worſhip 
of God, but according to the Commandment 
of the LORD by wy Sr ng It we ſay we 
may do any thing herein, that 88 
citely forbidden, we do in effect ſay, we 


oy y make void the moſt awful, 


moſt ſolemn laſtirurions of God's, by 
innumerable additions of our own. 
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Serm. I. and Count of Suffcrings. 

into pieces thoſe Beams of Light, which in- 
finite Coodneis has darted into thy Soul. 
Account that the Lord will call you, to give 
in your Teitimony for him, ſooner, or later: 
All the ſtories of the old i eſtament are ated 
over again in the times of the Goſpel, tho 
we live in a Proteſtant Nation; don't fool 
thy ſelf with vain hopes, of being exculcd 
from ſufferings: it there were bu: (wo Men 
in the World, thy ſelf, and thy Brother; 
and ſuppoſe, one was renewed and lanctiſied 
by Grace, and the other was not, there would 
be ccntendings about their Worſhip, as be- 
tween Cain and Abel, and as at this day: but 
be true and firm for God; and carry that 
Text engraven upon thy Heart, in a day of 
Apoſlacy and univerſal Decays, Dent. 4. 3. 4. 
Tour Eyes bave ſeen what the LORD did, 4 
cauſe of Baal- Pcor; for all the Men that fol- 
lowed Baal-Peor, the Lord thy God bath de- 
Aroyed from among you. But je that did cleave 
unto the Lord your God, are alive every one of 


you this day. 
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SERMON IL 


| 


ERE we have CHRIST' Anſwer | 
TL. co the Prayer of his Church. Where, 


1. The Title he gives Her, O thou faireſt 
among Womes. Jelus Chriſt has higher 


of his 


but the 


People, 
She 


Faireſt 
in 


22 The Wayto Heaven, ever the ſame. Ser. II. 


Go thy way 22 by, &c. That is, you may, 
if you mark diligently, diſcern the 
of the Flock, which are true Churches, and 
which are true Miniſters, Paſtours of my 
ſending, and be ſure you keep there. 
Qaeſt. But can Perions always diſcern the 
. of the Shepherds and the Flock 2 
Anſw. Not always: A Perſon may have 
a Vail upon his Eyes by Education, and the 
Prejudices thence derived. 7 verily thenght 
with my ſelf I ought to do many t contrary 
to the Name of Jeſus of Nazareth. Belides, 
God is pleaſed to enlighten Souls gradually, 
by little and little; and is delighted to fee a 
grain of Muſtard · ſeed, grow up into a ſpar 
cious Tree. | E 
To go on: The way to Heaven, is the 
ſame in all Ages. Heb. 13. Jeſus Chrild the 
ſame yefterday, and to day, and for ever. By 
Faith in Him, was the way that Abraham 
went to Heaven, Nom. 4. 12. and all that are 
now in Heaven, the Cloud of Witneſſes, Heb. 
12. x. went all the ſame way: Nor are we, 
or the riſing Churches, to expect | 
of Light, only new Degrees. Mind how 
the has formerly walked, behold 
the Doctrine and Converſation of her Pa- 
ftors, and follow their Footſteps: 1 Cor. f 1. 1. 


Be ye Followers of them, but only in ſo far, a 


they are Followers of Cbrift 057 x. 


new kinds 


* 


reer de. en Serre. 4. 
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Serm. II. Chrijt will anſwer the Sincere. - 

| Off. 1. Grace is in the Eye of Jeſus Chriſt, 
the true and only Beauty. He accounts none 
ſo, but thoſe that are cloathed with imputed 
Righteouſneſs, and adorned with the Graces 
of his Spirit: And where-ever there is this 
Righteouſneſs upon any, twill breed Righ- 
there is Holineſs in the Heart, it will ſhine our 


2. Tho? Jeſus Chriſt does not anſw 
Man do? 


05 


23 


24 


© an 


The Miniſtry Chriſt ſends. Serin. I. 
parti Directions. No particular Seri 
ee Job, Mat. 1. what was, 
and while he thought thereon, an Angel 
comes, and tells him. | 
Def. Tis the Wiſdom and Concernment 
of all thoſe that love Jeſus Chriſt, and wou'd 
not Joſe their way to Heaven, to obſerve and | 
go forth by the Footſteps of the Flock. | 


Here I enquire, 
L What dies this Direction of our Sabin, 
| incladed? | 1 
II. Why thoſe that wou'd not loſe their way, 
1 Footſteps of the 
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Try thy ſeif by erm. II. 


riales, to point out the way to others, and 
and never move in it themſelves: 1 Tim 4. 12. 
Be thou an example of the Believers, in Word, 
in Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, 
in Purity. If io! our People may well think, 
and they will do fo, that we are not in 
with them, when we point them one way, 
and then we our _ bo _— 7” 
preach as Faul in pit, and yet 
and ſenſual out 


could 
ſhould be remiſs, worldly, 
of it, we unpreach our own Sermons, and 
fow the ſeeds of Atheiſm in their Hearts, 


which may ſpring up when we are dead and 
gone. 
If it be (aid with good Reaſon, concerning 
other Men, that they do not receive their 
full Reward, or full Puniſhmeat, till the 
Reſurrection; it will more certainly hold 
true of Miniſters; becaule they have not 
done all the good, or all the hurt, they ſhall 
do, when they dye: Prophers dye, but their 
Doctrine does not. All fleſÞ is graſs, but the 
Word of the LORD abides for ever: 
dye, but their Example lives many years 
after them. | 
2. It includes as the Doctrine, and Exam- 
NI and walk 
the Flock. Their ous Experiences: 
Their Order: Their Worſhip : Their Ex- 


1. Their 


„dee wa wma ee ow. wel. oe, - wc. av ewe 


A. 7 by 7 — 4 TEN KN = BS ANG | 


Serm. II. Sion's Experience. 

x. Their gracious Experiences; how the 
Lord has dealt with their Souls; and upon 
examination, thou wilt find the Law had 
ſomething to do upon the Spirits of ſuch : 
The Law convinces; the Goſpel converts ; 
the Spirit owns this as one part of his Office, 
John 16. to convince of Sin. That Soul 
has not truly and throughly cloſed with 
Chriſt, that as never been at all under the 
Law as a School-maſter. We muſt mea ſure 
and judge of our ſelves nor the Experi- 
ence of a particular Perſon, by Sies s 
Experience; and by that part of Sjoz ra- 
ther, that is already in lleaven; whoſe 
Experiences are upon Record in the Word, 
and are ſure, and cannot deceive us: Whe- 
ther or no, do I feel as they feel? The 
ſame change upon my Spirit, which they 
have found upon theirs 2 Do I love as they 
love? and hate as they hate? Is my Soul 
ripening for Glory as theirs is? Can I fay 
= with that bleſſed Man of God; bak 
. Whom hate 1 Heaven but Thee, and 


befides Thee. 

Aſter Conviction by the Law, as the 
Golpel led me to Chriſt > as the Stars led 
the Wiſe Men to Berblehem, ſo Goſpel- Mi- 
niſters lead Souls, that are awakened 1 
ſenſe of Sin, unto JESOS « CHRIST : nd 


is none on Earth that my Soul defires 
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perience. 


Sinner is enabled to commit it 
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Mediatour's hand, to 


healed ; Then is the 
ned bimſelf to Chriſt; 


when he has both receiv 
Soul i 


to this 
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x of his Creation. Power, as with one 
motion, or ſpiritual deſire towards himel! 


* 


= 


Eye Holy Examples. Serm. Il. 
unregenerate Men; who can, it ſome time 
ſee no Beatty in that which is purely 
ſpiritual: Jobs 4. 23, 24. The trae Worſhip- 
pers ſhall worſbip the Father in Spirit and in 
Truth : for the Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip 
Him. Then our Lord ſubjoyns a Reaſon of 
his aſſertion, becauſe the Worſhip we-give 
God, mult be ſuited to his Nature; ver. 24. 
God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip. muff 
worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth : In Spirit, 
as oppoſed to the carnal bloody Sacri 

in Truth, as oppo d to the Ceremonies of 
the Levitical Worſhip: The Lord is (very 
inſtructively to us) brought in by the 
Iſa. 66. 1. as deſpiſing and over- 
looking all his created Worlds ; and under- 
valuing (that Wonder of the World) SIe 
mox's Temple: And this was at that time, 
when he was ſearching out a Reſt for him- 
ſelf; teaching us at leaſt, thus much, that 
he was not ſo much delighted with the Efletts 


in a gracious Heart. Zhe Heaven is my Throne, 
and the Earth is my Footfftook: Where i the 
that ye build unte me? and where is the 
Place of my Refi > For all thoſe things hath 
mine made, and all thoſe things baue 
been, ſaith the Lord: But to this Man will 1 
look, even to bim that is poor, and of a comtrite 

6 | | ſpirit, 
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Ser. II. Diſſenters ſhou'd not always wait. 
Af 2. The Ch. of Eng/and dreads both our 


pany, and a Retor mation, and did what 
hedly, in their Act of Uniformi- 
might chaſe us away from em. 


taken up? They faw that the Nation was 
well fatisfied without the Ceremonies, What 
occaſion was there for re-aſſuming and ta- 
King '<m up again, after they were once 
id? But ſtill the Diſſenters muſt ſtay, and 
wait! We have done fo, till we ſaw plain 
ly you wou'd not reform any farther, and 
then the Caſe was very plain, it became us 
if we would approve our ſelves, faithful 
Subjects of the Crown of Heaven, to go 
on, tho' others are pleaſed to fit down, and 
to ſay all is well, and will go no farther. 
R. 2. Chriſt's Kingdom is to be own'd 
and ſupported by us in this World: But 
bow do we own his Royalty, if we give 
way to the imperious Wills of Men2 TI 
aſe Men (faith the great Apoſtle) 7 an 
ay” fer 
if we ſhould only ſo far diſpleaſe 
God, as to darken the Light of his Counte- 
in whoſe Faveur is Life, Pal. 30. 
that is ſufficicat to excuſe us, from what 
we judge finful Compliances — orhers 
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34 Men ſhould not hazard their Souls. Ser. II. 


in the Worſhip of GOD. Man's Favour is 
not to be ſet againſt GOD's Favour; nor 
Man's Frown againſt GOD's Frown, Pſal. 4. 
at large, Pſal. 73. 25. Whom have I in Hea- 
ven but Thee, and there is none on Earth that 
my Soul defires befides Thee. Then what 
odd Aſſertion is that, pag. 5 and whether 
does Zeal without proportionable ballaſt of 
Knowledge, carry a Man ? 

Obj If the Diſſenters do not believe that 
Conformity will damm their Souls, they are in 
deſpenſably bound to practice it. 

Anſ. Suppoſe I only fear, it ſhou'd damn 
my Soul, that is ſufficient. Every Mar muſt 
be fully perſwaded in his own mind, Rom. 
14. And he adviſes Forbearance from ſuch a 
Practice as this under conlideration, For- 
bearance or Abſtinence from Meats, fo long 


as Conſcience doubts and heſitates about | 


em: And the Apoſtle was a ſafer and beiter 
Caſuiſt than any now living. © Why ſhould 
*1 ſo much as hazard the loſs of my Salva- 
© tion in one Communion, when I may 
© more probably ſecure it in an other? And 
this too with more comfort, and leſs fear, 
< and leſs diſtraction of thought > There be 


ing a Promiſe left us of entering into God's - 


Reſt, let us not ſeem, Heb. 4. 1. ts come 
ſhort of it. We may not then complement 
away our Salvation, no nor our Comforts 


neither. 
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neither. Thoſe who are ſo unacquainted 
with heavenly Things, as to aſcribe ſpiritual 
Comforts to the heat of Imagination, we leave 
to their own Sentiments. 


Tſe 1. Reproof 

To thoſe that are finding out new terms of 
Communion, which neither we nor our Fa- 
thers cou'd bear, or cou'd fee any Footſteps 
of, in the new Teſtament: But we muſt 
ſubmit to be impoſed upon, on!y becauſe 
thoſe who ſhou'd be Helpers of our joy, will 
needs Lord it over GOD's Heritage, and have 
dominion over their Faith, 2 Cor. 1. alt. 
To thoſe that act by an implicite Faith, 
and follow their Guides whither they are 
pleaſed to lead 'em. If we have nothing ro 
do but act as our Church - Governours bid 
us, (as fome Men have of late printed) then 
this Prayer of the Church was needleſs, or 
Chriſt would have referr'd her unlimitedly 
to 'em, to follow them with a blind Obedi- 


S. IT. Implicite Obedience, no Proteſtant Doff. 3 5 


36 How GOD 


Serm: I. 
Uſe 2. Caution. 


1. Since Jeſus Chriſt always anſwers a 
praying Soul; mind how, and when he an{- 
wers thee: He anſwers dy _— 
ſearch that: By the Word in the preaching 
of it. The Watchmen find Thee, as they did the 
Church, 3. that is, their words are 
ſuited to, reach her caſe: The Word is 
called The wiſdow of God, Luke 11. 4y- and 
tis ſo wiſely contrived, that it meets with 
Errour in the Mind, every finful 

ungodly Action 


7 _ ſwers, and diſcover his Mind to his People: 
14.4. Bur on this bead, I have already given my 
Thoughts elſe- where. | 


+.- .n-+ by lus Providences ; yet, as Job ſpeaks, He 
dence paſſes by us, and we ſee Him not. After pray- 
rer, ſhouldeſt obſerve how the Provi- 


* 
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Again, VVe pray, and God anſwers us |: 
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up it 


anſwers Prayer. 
dence of GOD opens to us, or ſhuts 


m: II. 


: It was the Sin of the wife 


Cant. 2. See that the Miniſtry you fic 
under, be a true Miniſtry ; eſtabliſh'd and 


. 
n 155 IH 


way of Reaſoning ; his Mind 
deals with thine, and knows how to lead 
it: His Heart deals with thine, and knows 
how to warm it. Your conſtant Travellers 


particular Miniſter; who account it their Pr 
viledge, tO be at Liberty; t con- 
that tis made a Curſe; Hof. 4. 16 


becauſe not ordain'd by Biſhops ; Under what 
Miniſtry ſhall I put my ſelf > 
As to what relates to 


at an. an ü .T 
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Serm. Il. then keep cloſe to Him. 


or Reflections made by others upon them. 
Under ſuch a ſhadow fit down, and be at 
reſt, and let no noiſe of Axes and 
no diſputes hinder thy Soul in its ſpiritual 
,or make it loſe its favour and growth. 

r. He muſt be a Man of good Knowledge, 
and Underſtanding in the things of GOD. 
The private Chriftians, Row. 15. 14. Are to 
be filed with all Knowledge, ready to admoniſb 
one another: Surely then the Miniſter muſt 


. — | 
ledge in the f Arts and Sciences, that I ſpeak 
; theſe are good and excellent in the 


hand of Grace, but are not of themſelves, 
ent Qualifications for the Work and 
Office of the Miniſtry. A Miniſter of Chriſt 
muſt have good skill in the Word, which 
contains the Mind of Chriſt to his People. All 
other Knowledge without the Knowledge of 
the Scriptures, would be nothing worth to 
him; and the knowledge of the Scriptures a · 
lone, if he could under ſtand them without 
the Knowledge of ſecular ing, wou d be 
ſufficient. Pau tells us, 2 Tim. 3. 3, laſt ver. 


+ Bzek. 2. e den ſpeck my words uns them : Thus 
ſaith rhe Lord, has . * 
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Mrnſters, Men of Knowledge. Ses E 


The Scriptwes are able to make the private 
Chriſtian miſe unto 4 Again, 41 
Scripture, nothing but Scripture, s 

ven by Inſpiration of 60D, * 'tis God's 4 
ſt Voice to the Sons of Men, which 
will infallibly ſhew em the way to Heaven. 
But this is not all! they are ſufficient to en- 


able the Miniſter to do his work fully; ver 


throughty farmſt'd unto all good Works. 


2. He mult be a good Man, « graciow 
Perſon hin ſclf. n not 
= thine. To 


Soul, will not, cannot 
thoſe who know and love God, God will 


of the Lord, is with 'thew that fear him. 


Shab 1 bide from Abraham the thing that I 
certain 


4? Such only know divine Thi 


ly. Prov. 22. 21. That thou maift know the 
— 1 of the Words of Truth, that thes 
2 anſwer the Words of Trath to thew 


fend unto thee. Then, 1 Jobs 1. 1. That 


— . which ud ped gd yu 


our Eyes, which we have looked upon, 
hands beve bandled of the Word of 


Ver. 2. For the =y was manifeſted, 


E: 


heve ſeen it, and bear witneſs, and ſhew unto - 
you that eternal 


Life whico was 1 7 
ther, and was manifeſted unto uw V. 3. That 
which we have ſeen and beard, declare we unto 


= 


laſt, That the Mar of God way be perjet, 


reveal his Secrets; Pſal. 25. 14. The Secret 
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Ser. II. Miniſters muſt be gracious Perſons. 


you, that ye alſo may lave Fellowſhip with us. 
Nor can they ſee divine things fo clearly as 


thoſe that are ſanctifed; Ii thy Light ſhal 


we ſee Light; only that holy Spirit that en- 
dited rhe Word, can give us Underſtanding 


into the Word. No Man can, by the meer 


ſtrength of Reaſon, or force of natural Parts, 
break into the Mind of God. What can Rea- 
ſon do, tho rais'd to its higheſt pitch, by 
Philoſophy : lis ſtill but natural Light, and 
is uncapable of diicerning ſupernatural and 
ſpiricual Objects. 1 Cor. 2. 11, 12, 13, 14. 
The Things of GOD, knoweth no Man, but the 
Spirit of GOD. Now we bave received the 
Spirit of GOD, that we might Know the things 
that are freely given to us of GOD. The na- 
tural Man recerves not the things of the Spirit 
of God; for they are fooliſhneſs unto bim; net- 
ther cas he know them, becauſe they are ſpiri- 
rually diſcerned. Diſcern them be may, bur 
not ſub propria Specie, as they are in them- 
ſelves, The Eye cannot judge of Sounds, 
ncr the Ear of Colours: one Senſe then can- 
nat do the work of another; much leſs, can 
Senſe reach ro the Operations, , or do. the 
work of Keaſon, or Reaſon do the work of 
Faith. A Miniſter muſt firſt be a Chriſtian 
himſelf, I mean, a Perſon converted to 
Chriſt, and renew d by divine Grace. Chriſt 
calPd up his Diſciples into a — z Out 


of 


41 


42 


Miniſters muſt themſelves be Gracious, S. II. 


of whom he choſe Twelve, whom be named Apr 
files. Firſt Diſciples, before Apoſtles. He js 
the beſt Preacher, that ſpeaks what he has 
taſted firſt himſelf. The Study of Divinity 
is more promoted by Affection than Specy- 
lation. We know no more in Religion, than 
what we feel. Thoſe worcs of ours reach 
fartheſt, that are moſt warm'd in our own 
Hearts. This is the preaching that will a- 
waken the World, x Cor. 14. 24, 25. and 
make rhe careleſs Sinner cry out, God is in 
theſe Perſons and Aſſemblies, cf a trum, 
when he has his Conſcience fearch'd, and his 
ſecret Thoughts ſer out and diſcoverd. An 


ignorant Perion is not ſent of God: Go 


never lent any, but whom his Spirit had pre- 
viouſly qualified: Firſt, by a gracious Change 
his own Hearr, and then by a Com- 
petency of Gifts. * Can an ignorant Perſon 
reach me, and give me that knowledge which 
he himſelf has not? or can an ungodly Per- 
ſon lead me into acquaintance with God, 
and refolve my Scruples, and Cafcs of Con- 
ſcience upon that Head, who has himſelf no 
Converſe at all with him? No! to ſuch a 
Man, all Goſpel - Myſteries are as a ſealed 
Book, /a. 29. 10, 11, 12. 


in Converiation: In Doctrine, he muſt re- 
quire notlung of his People, W 
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3. He m be faithful both in Doctrine and * 
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S. II. Miniſters muſt be ſound & faithful. 
iſt requires; nor deliver any thing to em 
1 Chrilts Name, but what he firit received 


from Chriſt, 1 Cor. 1 1.23. [received of the 
Lord, that which alſo I delivered unto you. 


Luke 12. 42, 43- Who then is that faithful 


and wiſe Steward, whom his Lord ſhall make 
Ruler over his Flouſhold, to give em their Por- 
tiow of Meat in due Seaſon? Bleſſed is that 
Servant, &c. be feeds the 4 and the Lamùs; 
he hath milk for Babes, and meat for ſtrong 
Men. Again, 1 Tim. 1.1 1, 12. Faithful in his 
Converſation, giving a true light, tho' too 
weak and dim; and fetting ſuch an Example, 
as his People may ſafely follow, and dreſs 
themſelves by: Mat. 5. 13, 14. 15. Te are 
the Light of the World © Te are the Salt of the 
Earth; and thoſe words are ſpoken to all 
Chriſtians indeed, but they have a more par- 
ticular aſpect cn the Miniſters of the Goſ- 
pel. F That Greek Proverb is full of Truth; 
the Preachers Example has more of Perſwa⸗ 
ſiveneſs in it, than many Sermens, x Peter 
5.3, 4 | 

” Hemuſt be ſound, 2 Pet. 2. 1, 2. Aner- 
roneous Perſon carries thouſands with 
him down to the Pit. There (ball be falſe 


J. Teachers among you, who privily ſball bring in 


— 
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Miniſters of Chriſt, Serra. II. 


damnable Herefies, even denying the Lord thet 


bought em, and bring upon themſelves ſwift 
- deflraftion. If there be truth in that Obſer- 
vation, That Religion ſeldom continues pure, 
beyond the third Generation ; then it is the 
leſs wonder, that there are ſuch monſtrous 

inions among ſome. Power of Nature is 
ſet up; the Freeneſs and Power of GOD's 
Grace 'is decried, and thrown down; the 
Imputation of Adam's Sin is denied; the Im- 
putation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs is derided ; 
and thoſe ſubſcribe torhe Articles of Religion 
that believe em nor, Titus 2.2. | 

5. He muſt not be an idle and floathful 
Servant, but diligent ; ſloath is wickedneſs; 
Mat. 15. 26. Thou ſlratbſul and wicked Ser- 
vant. Fervency of ſpirit is required in Mini 
ſters ; Rom. 12. 11. Ferv-nt in ſpirit, ſerving 
the Lord. Serving the ſeaſen in the Mar: 
gent, ſerving the Lord in the Text; the rea- 
fon is, the Tranſlators were in doubt how 
to render it, becauſe ſome Copies read xapp, 
and ſome xveip. Long before Printing was 
found out, there were Amannenſes, or Scribes, 
who did write out the Scriptures, and did 
ofr write the firſt und laſt Letter of a Word, 


7 5 NAA THY 


—— — 
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Ferm. I. are Labowers. 


Miniſter ſhall loſe his Gifts ; the diligent ſhall 
find his to grow upon his uſe of them; ne- 
ver fear the ſ>ending of them; they — 
by exerciſe, like as the miraculous Loafes 
that Chriſt brake to the Multitude, did grow 


that hath not 
from him e 4 taken that try he 
| Thoſe are > ON that 


* 
The Labourers are few, proy ye the Lord of the 
I v0 4 2 7 
6. He is one that anſwers the 82 
the Holy Ghoſt gives of him, Fob 
An Interpreter, one among, a . 
can ſhew unto Man bis ' bis Oprightneſs = 
knows both the workings of Grace, and the 
workings of in-dwelling Sin at fame time; 
that Has felt in his own Soul, —＋ 9 
Conflict between the Fleſh and Spirit, that 
he can hear his People tell the ſtory of their 


416 A true Miniſter, one of a Thouſand. F. II. 


ſelf, (becauſe a ſtranger to ſuch things) or 
 affrighting them. For this very reaſon 1 am 
apt to believe, ſome Miniſters have fo ma- 
ny Temptations, not fo much upon their 
own account, as upon their Pecples : 2 Cor. 
1. 6. Whether we be afflited, it is for your Com 
folation and Salvation, which is effeflual in the 
enduring of the ſawe ſufferings, which we alſo 
ſuffer : Or whether we be comforted, tis for your 
Conſolation and Salvation : So then God thus 
exerciſes them, to make them skilſul in deal 
ing with Souls, that they may know how 
10 ſpeak a word in ſeaſon, to him that is 
x weary with Temptation; ſinking under Di- 
 couragement, that they may learn, not to 

flight the wounded Conſcience, but to coun- 


* 


\ fel ir, comſort it, and pray over its caſe: S0 
Mal. 2. 7. 
Tſe 3. Fxhortation. 


1. Account it a very rich Bleſſing, and be 
thanktul, if the Lord has dealt thus kindly 
by thee, in giving thee a Paſtour according 
to his own Heart. O how many Souls fa- 
miſh, for want of ſome to break to 'em the 
Bread of Life; and others cry, We wou'd 
fain walk in the way of Sion, but have none 
ro lead us. 


———C et 
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* Fer. 3. 13. 23-4 


What 
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|, rel: Gat. 5. x. How zealouſly 


Ser. II. Cleave to Chriſt s Miniſters. 


What ſucceſs could you look for, under 
an erroneous, ignorant, or unfaithful * Mi- 
niſtry: Mal. 2. 5,6. My Covenant was with 
f Life and Peace, and I gave them to 
him, for the Fear wherewith he feared me, and 
was afraid before my Name. The Law of 
Truth was in his Mouth, and Iniguity was not 
in bis Lips: He walked with me in Peace 
and Equity, and did turn many away from Ini- 
quity. The more thy Miniſter is acquainted 
with God, the mere reaſon thou to ex- 
peQ, the Lord will not leave ſuch an one to 
lerve alone, but he will come and ſhine upon 
his Miniſtry. Ads 11. 24. Barnabas was 4 
good Man, and full of the Holy Ghoft, and of 
2 aud much People was added unto the 
Lord. | 
2. Be ready to bear what ever may befal 
thee on the account of thy Adherence to 
CHRIST, in the ſimplicity and purity of 
Goſpel- Worihip: Let Grace convert this Ge- 
neration, and ihew em Signs and Wonders, 
that they are brought to believe; yet ano- 
ther Generation will ariſe, that knows not 
God. Let nothing move thee from thy ſted- 
faſtneſs in the Faith and Order of the Goſ 
does Paul be- 
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Ser. I. Difference between church. lin, 49 


it ip others; look, and you cannot but ee, © 
;the Body of GOD's Children gather d 2 . * 
mong the Diſſenters ; tho? there are ſome few 7 , 
Yracious Perſons ſtill left elſe · where. Ln 4 * 7 

3. There may be danger in reviving the,” he nd many 
Ceremonial Law, when God has buried it; 0 — 
but we are ſure there is no danger 1a letting - 4, Led 
it alone. We are to obſerve only what Chriff tru al. 
has commanded, Mat. 28. 20. hut we don't theye angyy 
ſee that r i 1 £4 
diſpure. But pray ! why ſhould we la- | 
>. oo. baited by. our Brethren for chat. Kenvelry —= 
for which Paul praiſes the Chriſtians of che; kb 1 
Church of = 7. 2. NI gn 

aiſe you Brethren, that you remember me in 2 
2 keep the Ordinances as I deli p02 
ver d em to you. So we keep our Worklhip, rc 
as it was left us by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, ge k. 
and know no fault we are guilty of there- E 
in. : 
4. Then conſider the Arguments on both 

ſides, and you'll find two Things, that will 

go a great way towards thy ſatisfaction. 

. « 3. Obedience to Superiours is the great 

G-liab, the principil Argument ofthe Church - 
of Ezgland; which Argument if they follow | 
I, home, will carry them back agiin to the 
Church of Rome. | 
2. The Difference between the Church of 
England, and the Diſſenter, lies here: Both 
H ſepa-l 
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SERMON III. 


SHEWING. 


The Nature of Schiſm; and (if there 


be Schiſm in the Caſe) where the 
Guilt of it lies; and what Cauſe the 
Diſſenters ha ve for their Separation. 


Rom. xvi. 17, 18. 
Naw ] beſeech you, Brethren, mark them 


which cauſe Diviſioas and Offences, con- 
trary to the Doctrine which ye have learn 
ed, and avoid them, 

For they that are ſuch, ſerve not our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, but their own belly, and 
good Words and fair Speeches, deceive 
the Hrarts of the Simple. 


N Re bs of this Great and Excellent 
ves a grave and ſerious Ad- 
monition, = 


WW 
viſions 


32 


Impoſitions cauſe Diviſions, Ser, IIl. 
viſions and Parties in the Church : Men that 


were addicted to the pleaſing of themſelves, 


however others might fink or ſwim; and 
tells the Children of GOD, how they ſhou'd 
deport, and carry themſel ves as to ſuch. 


In the Words we have, 


1. The Perſons reflected upon here by the 
Apoſtle, Thoſe that cauſe Diviſions and Offen- 
ces = The fame Perſons, that in Gal. 1. 7. he 
calls Perverters of the Goſpel : Mind how con- 
temptibly he ſpeaks of em, calls em De- 
ceivers, Titus . 10. Again, Phil. 3. 2. Be- 
ware of Dogs, beware of Evil Workers, beware 
of the Conciſſon. But you'll ask who theſe 
were? Why! theſe were ſuch as were of the 
Circumciſion, and wou'd needs have the 
Ceremonial Law preſſed upon Chriſtians. 
True, the Name is changed, but we enquire 
not after Names, but Things. 
not ſuch a party of Men, till in the World, 
that do by unſcriptural Impoſitions, infeſt 
the Churches of Chriſt to this very day? 
2. The Sin it ſelf, with its Fruit, or Con- 
ſequent : The Sin it ſelt; Diviſions, heats, 
animoſities, jealouſies, ſwellings, whiſpe- 
rings, ſidings into Parties, &c. 

Ihe Fruits of ſuch Diviſions: Offences, 
Scandals, flight Thoughts cf all Religion, 
* Relinquiſh- 


See! Is there 
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Ser. III. Avoid thoſe that cauſe Dixviſan-. 53 
Relinquiſhment and Forſaking of Church- 
Aſſemblies: Some will think rhe meaner of 
GOD Himſelf, becauſe His People are no 
wiſer. * 

ueft. How may we know this Sin, when 
we ſee it? 


contrary to the Doctrine we 
| by their 


does by this Expreſſion intimate. 
3. Our Duty towards ſuch, ſet out in two 


t them ; take 


ſuch, as Criticks will have the Greek * Word 
to 


particular notice of 


2. Avoid them; 2 Tleſ. 3. 6, 14. and in 
many other places, the fame Apoſtle bids 
Chriſtians do the ſame: Why ſo? Anſwer, 
leſt we confirm them in their Schiſm, by 
having Communion with them, and ſhou'd 


54 Corrupt Dotrines breed Diviſion. S. III. 
the Reaſon why they were not, was, be- 
cauſe the Church of Num e had not Church- 
Government ſettled and eſtabliſhed among 


'em ſo early. 
4. His carneſtneſs in preſling this : Were, 


I. His kind Compellation, Brethres. 2 x 
ſweetens, and draws ; . 

II. A forceable Inſinuation, 7 3 

The Law thunders in our Ears, 

lightens in our Faces, the Spirit, = 

a Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, is fall ef 

Bowels meekneſs, and bowels. * 


.. 
f 5. Reaſ. For they ſerve not our Lord; and 


1 Tam. 6. 3. Men of corrupt Minds : Again, 
Phil. 1.9. Whoſe Ges their Belly, whoſe Glo- 


A ſenſua 


who mind Earchly bly Things. 
Clergy are not 60 D's Lot, nor 
—_ en tim 

OZ. 1. Some Luſt or other within, is ge- 
nerally the Cauſe of Diviſions without; they 
are generally the Fruits of the Fleſh : Gal. 

20. Hatred, Variance, Emulation, "Wrath, 
Strife: The Perſons that cauſe 'em, are car- 
nal, 1 Cor. 3. 3. For ye are yet carnal: for 
whereas t is among you, evying, and ftrife, 
and diviſion, are ye not carnal, and walk a. 
Aer? Nay, more fully yer, 4 
From whence came Wars, and F iz bt ings among, 


you 2 


i We 
Hilo 


| 


8.111. Mind the ſeatof en Goſpel De. 


E 
** 


— bears now 4 Heaven: to his 
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I. Church; that is; when the 


Ser. lll. Sch n ic in particular Chute 
this World, in Revelations. Church - Go- 
verriment in the two Epiſtles to the Corix- 
thians, The Nature of Schiſm, if I am like 
ro find it any where, tis in firſt Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians. : 

This being ſaid, I come to the firſt Enqui- 
ry, what is Schiim? 
I anſwer firſt more generally: There is 
a Schiſm in; and rhere is a Separation from 
a Particular Church, whereof I am by my 


ber: 

r. Schiſm properly ſpeaking, is always 
in a Church, 
ſinful. The Nature of this Sin, I wou'd 
open in theſe following Heads or Conſidera- 
tions: 


I. Confider we ſirſt of all, where the Seat 
of the Sin of Schiſm was, among the Co- 
rintkians, as it was then; fo it muſt be now: 
Why? it was in the Church: 1 Cor. 3. 3. 
There is among you envying, f and ſtrife, and di- 
viſion. 1 Cor. f fl. 18. J bear that there are Divi- 


Particular Church; for tis ſaid in the Text 
laſt mention d, When ye come together in the 
allembly mer 


+ "Ev d. 
{ rogethe! 
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own Perſonal Conſent, duly become a Mem- 


not from it, and 'tis always 


Hans among you. The Seat of this Sin, was, a 


57 


bee 
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ments, ſo that now the Members not ha- 


What Schiſm ini. Serm. III. 


together upon any religious Account: Chri- 
ſtians met to Worſhip God, are the Church 


of God, 1 Cor. 3. 16. as Senatours met to- 
gether, are called the Senate. 

2. There are Contentions, ariſing from 
diſagreement of Judgment, among the Mem- 
bers of the ſame Church: 1 Cor. 1. 10, 11, ta. 
Now I leſeech you, Brethren, by the Name of 
our Lord Jeſus Chrift, that ye all ſpeak the 
ſame thing, and that there be no Droifions a> 


mong you : but that ye be perfeilly jens d 52 
ge⸗ 


ther in the ſame mind, and in the ſame j 
ment, There are Contentions among you ; every 
one of you ſaith I am of Paul, and I of Apollo, &c. 
Heats, Animoſities, Jarrs, Detates, Diffe- 
rences betu een Perſons in the ſame Church; 
envying at one anothers Honour or Uſeſul- 
neſs. 1 Cor. 12.15,16, 17. If the Foot ſhall 


ſay, becauſe I am not the Hand, I am not of 


the Body: Is it therefore not of the Body? 
And if the Ear ſhall ſay, becauſe 1 am not the 
Eye, I am not of the Body: 1s it therefore not 
of the Body ? | 

tentions muſt riſe ſo high, 


3. Thele Con 
r. Deſtroy Affection, and create Eflrange- 


as to, 


— 
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Serm. I. What Schiſm is, 


ving the ſame Love, have not the ſame Care 
one for another: 1 Cor. 12. 25. That there 
ſhould be no Schiſm in the Body: but that the 
Members ſhou'd have the ſame Care one for ano- 
ther. And whether one Member ſuffer, all the 
Members ſuffer with it: or one member be 
honowr'd, all the members rejoyce with it. Now 
ver. 27. Te are the Body of Chriſt, aud Mem- 
bers in particular. 

2. So as to diſturb the Worſhip and Peace 
of that Church, when they meet; or hinder 
the Peace and Worſhip of it, fo that they 
do not meet: As 2. 1. They were all with ant 
accord, in one place. 

So that Dilagreements between two dif- 
ferent Churches, tho contrary to Chriſtian 
Love, yet they are net Schiſm. There may 
be diſagreeing Judgments in the ſame Church, 
without Contentions, and yet be no“ Schiſm. 
If there be Contentions in the Church, but 
ſuch as do not produce alienation of Hearts, 
among the Members, or diſturb the Worſhip 
or Peace of the Church; theſe things are 
faulty, but they are not Schiſm: For in 
Schilm, Differences about leſſer Things (as 
the manner of the Admiſſion of its Members, 


—— 


. 


* Clemens Romanus, calls ;Schiſms, ferns, Striſes, Con- 
tentions. There may be Comentions without 5cbiſm, bus thers 
cas be wo Schiſm without Comentions. 


12 or 
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very 
Church of 


What Schiſm is. 
or ſome ſuch diſputable thing, as we have no 
plain, expreſs Seriptural direction for,) riſe 
ſo high as I bave ſaid. From all which tis 
plain, that the Diſſenters from the 
England, are not guilty of Schiſm : 
For they are not in that Church; nor can 
be, without their own perſonal Choice, and 
Conſent to be ſo. And notwithſtanding the 
Differences, and Contentions, at times — 
between ſome of our Members, and ſome of 
theirs; yet we ſor our part, maintain our 
Reſ to ſuch Members of theirs, — 
ry it honourably in their Converſa 
and are to Sion with their — thi- 
therwar Thus of Schiſm. 


1 —ů ——— 
is um call d Schi $ 
but if Men Dams. wecan't help it: 
But-how improper ſoever the term be; this 
is the Subject of the preſent Debate. 1 
we are to enquire whether all Separation 
from a Church, be ruky ; what i is, and 
what | is not ſo? 


2 Cor. 6.17. Come out from among them, and 
be ye ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, and touch not 


the unclean thing, Encourag'd by a very 


high'Promiſe, verſes 17, 18. And. I will re- 


cefve 
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An. 1. There is a Separation commanded, 
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cerm, III. Separation Commanded. 67 
ceiue you, and will be a Father unto you, and 
ye ſhall be my Sons and Laughters, ſaith the 
Lord Almighty. Nay, Men are blamed by 
the holy Spirit, for walking in the Ordi- 
| nances and Statutes of Men; that is, of 
Mens own making; 2 AXings 17. 19. Judah 
walked in the Statutes of Iſrael, which. they 
made. Thoſe Men fin, that make evil Laws, 
for the Government of Church, or State: 
Micah 6. alt. The Statutes of Omri are kept, 
and all the Work of the Houſe of Ahab; and 
ye Walk in their Counſels, &c. Theſe Statutes 
pf Omri, ſhou'd have been laid down long 
go. Again, Thoſe Men fin that obe y em: 
Fe walk in their Counſels; and G d will not 
but will puniſh, both an implicite 
Faith, and alſo a blind Obedience: F7of. 5.1 1. 
Ephraim is oppreſſed, and broken in Judgement 
',* becauſe be willingly walked after the — 
' ment: Thar is, the Commandment of the 
Jewiſh Sanhedrim. fc was Jeroboum's Par- 
liament, that had eſt abliſid the Worſhip of 
the Calves, at Dan and Bethel, that this Text 
ſpeaks of: Now that Age, had Do@trs of 
their own, who taught the People, that the 
Eſtabliſh'd Worſhip ought to take place of all 
other: That we are to obey Authority, oc 
we are Factious, and but little ſhort of Re- 
bels: But the Scripture allows Separation in 
fuch Caſes; nay; commands it. We are 
13 ordered 


* 
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62 Raſh Separation. Serm, III. 
ordered to turn away, from Men of cor- 


1 rupt Minds, 1 Tim. 6. 5. and from thoſe that 
a /rugſtep. have only formal Worſhi 2 Tim. 3. 
Author 2. Where there is True ine; Right 


v fo 


lead. Diſcipline, and Commanded Worſhip: There 


pact is a true Church, and there you ſhou'd a- 


2h 1:4 corrhide : If for little Thi 
"ol : If you depart ings, you 
in againſt CHRIST, and are guilty of un- 
uu. juſt Separation: If the Cauſe be great and 
dF momentous, and you preſentiy fly off, be. 
fore you have try d, whether the Church will 
gre vr Reform, or not, you arc guilty ot raſh Se- 
6-1» paration. When you know, the Church to 
«4a Non& hich you belong, will not Reform, then a- 
ne, and go; fear not, the Lord will be with 
» bums thee. 
rinks, Queſt. What Separation is that which is 
, olawful 2 
„ Av. 1. When tis raſh, and fo againſt the 
Forbearance of Love, Col. 3. 14. 13. Tis 
2 memorable Paſſage in a Reformer; © I 
call the whole World to witneſs, I go off 
from Rome, till ſhe mends, being ready to 
<return to her, when ſhe returns to God. 
2. When tis cauſcleſs: Our own Conſci- 
ences tells us, that there is not ſufficient 
cauſe ; for Men muſt judge for thernſelves as 


Nach 


long 
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S. II. Power of Church-Governoars. 


long as the World ſtands. All Miniſterial 
Power confiſts in Light and Love: 'Tis only 
declarative, and only fo far binding upon the 
as it can make out to the Con- 
ſcience, that this, or that is the Mind of 
Chriſt, and required of me by Him. Let 
Men turn wind themſelves which way 
they will, by the very ſame Arguments 
that any will prove Separation from the 
*Church of Rowe, lawful; becauſe She re- 
* quired unlawful Things, as Conditions of 
© her Communion, it will be proved lawful, 
* not to conform to any ſuſpected, or unlaw- 
* ful Practice, required by any Church- 
* Governours upon the ſame terms: If the 
Thing fo required, be, after ſerious and fo- 
* ber Inquiry, judged unwarrantable by a 
Man's own Conſcience. . 2 
3. When tis voluntary, and of pure 


choice, either for gain: 2 Tim. 4. 10. Demas 


has forſaken me, baving loved this preſent 
World, and :s departed to Theſſalonica : Creſcens 
to Galatia; Titus wnto Dalmatia; or from 

angry humour: The Man was repro- 
ved, but indiſcreetly ; the Reproof was given 
a little too hot, and 


<0 Voluntary Separation. Ser. tit. 


an obedient Ear; or from an ambitious 
to bethe head of a party; Acts 20 30. 
Of your ' own ſelves ſhall Men ariſe, ſpeaking 
perverſe things, to draw away Diſciples after 
them. Some Men that have no intrinſick 
Worth, have an itch after ; ſince 
cannot riſe into it by Merit gain 
it by venting ſuch Doctrines, as Fo uncom- 
1 mon; ſuch as a wiſe Man can ſay, but will 
4 not ; ſuch as an holy Man can ſay, but dares 
not ; becauſe repugnant — and Hol- 


1 Thing. The Cult les thoſe that 
cauſe it, and whothey are.” _ 


ies upon thoſe that cauſe it: 


very Man is to have a 
judgement of Diſcretion: He muſt judge for 
The Canon Law, which our Bre- 
uimire, noe we, colt them nd uh, | 
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Serm. III. Who cauſe the Separation. 65 
7 their N. Impoſit ions 


cauſe it then, who 
force us away from em: And that they do 


ſo, is plain, if we conſider, 


I. Clergy-Communion, as they call it, 
and the Terms thereof. 

II. Lay-Communion, as they expreſs it, 

and the Terms of that. 


I. As to Clergy-Communion. 


1. We cannot forget, that in gh r 
1662, our Fathers were ejected: and caſt Moy 
out of their Places, to make way for a Mi- L 
up to ight, they 
chren wou'd not come, that fo they might | 
fake "a oh end be for ever aid fm. or 
2. They require Re- ordination: And v £ 
an abſurdity is that? Which notwithiſtand- 2 7A 
ing, we will conſent to, when they wi 41 . 
their Learning, ſhall ſhew us, how a Man 
ſhall begin an Action, when he is in the mid- 
dle of it. Ss | N 
3. We muſt be bound to uſe the ſame Forms 
of Prayer in Worſhip, all our days, let our >< 
own Gifts* and our Peoples Caſes, and Ne- 
ceſſuĩes be what they will. e OTTER 
4 * 


4 
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ſent, that there is nothing in the Common- 
7 Prayer - Book, contrary to the Word of God. 
. Article 20. We muſt ſubſcribe to the Churches 
. Power, to make Rites and Ceremonies ; 
X 
-- Which Power we believe nothing of. 
/ F. God has faid to his Minitters, F ye 
py gy the precious from the wile, ye ſhall be 


2 «(GO muſt give the Lord's Su 


- dalous Perſon: Muſt read the Office for the 
he Burial over all, and by an extravagant blind 
. / 


Charity,” believe, that every Perſon that is 
ied in the C is gone to Hea- 


ven. A for He ; > . 
If. As to Lay-Communion. 


* x. Sy mbolical Ceremonicsare Sacraments; 
for they make their Ceremonies to be the 
Outward Viſible Signs of an Inward Spi- 
«aZ® ritual Grace. This appears from the Na- 
Wis mute, which the Church of Evg/and gives 
em; that is, an aprneſs to ſlir up the dull 
he 23 Minds of Men: And from the end for which 
* they ute em; that is, to make them more 
N acceptable to God; witneſs theſe words, 
2 * That theſe things might pleaſe Him, which we 
| do at this time. 
2. Ihe People as well as Miniſters are to 
{rve GOD in the beſt manner they ean. 
4 As 
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my Mouth : Bur this we may not do. We 
pper to every ſcan - 


5 | 


very 
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As we ſhould not preach, ſo neither ſhould 
the People hear, corrupt Doctrine; for falſe 
Doctrine will ſoon breed a falle Worſhip: 
Dr. Sherlock fays, When a Church corrupts 
Religion, and a Separation from her is then, 
and thereby juſtified : This is the preſent Caſe: 
Some Men left, firſt the Articles of the 
Church ; then others left the Communion of 
thoſe Men; becaule they had left their old 
3- The People are to ſubmit to Chriſt's 
Laws, and to be govern'd by them, but the 
Rule of the Government of the Church of 
England, is not the Goſpel of CHRIST, but C- 
the Roman, Civil, and Canon Law. Mad. 
* Again, The Church has neither Exer- 
ciſe, nor power of Government, which is 
*the Form of a Church, differencing it from 07 
van accidental Meeting, or Cohabitation, 
without which tis no ſuch Church, and 
then no Sin to ſeparate from it. 
Tho Jeſus Chriſt bids us condeſcend to 7,2, 
a weak Brother, Rom. 14. yet we cannot do 
it, our hands are. jo ty'd: We greatly in, 
it we allow of ſo groſs an Infringement of our 
Chriſtian Liberty; Gel. 5. 1. Stand fat in 
the Liberty, wherewith Chrift hath made us 
free, and be not intangled again with the Toak 
Bondage. The Ceremomal Law being diſ- 
ved by Chriſt, the Children of GOD may 
- KR 2 ſuffer 
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"ſuffer no Man to impoſe upon em, for they 
give themſelves to Chriſt, and not to their 

< Miniſters. 
17 S* * 4. Some Diſſenters ſay, That the moſt of 
den the Parochial Pu vits are Hild with Perſons, 
my who have experienc'd nothing of a work of 
Grace upon their own Souls; and therefore, 
y they, we cannot conceive how they 
d be capable of inſtructing us in thoſe 
matters: Many of em pay more reſpe&t 
„ 
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put together, convinces us, that 
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Again, they may burn, but they may not 
marry, but at ſuch and ſuch times of the 

| Year; as if ſome ſeaſons of the Year were 
too holy, for God's own ſolemn Inſtitutions. 
Except. But this ſhould not be fo. | 
Anſw. Tis abſurd te call upon the Diſſen- 
ters to come into the Church, and tell em 
things are amiſs, they 


X 


x. Who are the Schiſmaticks? Even they 


2 — or Separation? but of 


Partly 


0 
TD 
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* already. : 
X 2. How abſurd and unreaſonable tis ox i 
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ſhou'd be ee, ee 8 
Amend them firſt, and then re: invite us, t v 


70 | Charge of Scbiſm « Deſign. Ser. Ill. 
Queſt. Then why do they fo cry out a- 
gainſt us, ſeeing they know all this as well as 


as making enquiry into it, are read 
linquiſh and oppole it, if it appear ei 
roneous, or ſuſpitious: Tis an uſeful No- 
tion, and muſt be kept up, to make People 


rep 
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ſuch 
Men. 
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is filthy, be filthy ſtill. If you ask, Who ſay 
ſo; I anſwer, They, who look upon Diſſen- 
ters as Apoſtates and perjur'd Wretches. 
We need not go far to make a j | 
ſuch Perſons ; tis evident by what ſpirit 
they are ated. When the Friers charged 
Luther with Apoſtacy, he own'd the charge; 
am indeed, an Apoſtate, (ſays he) but a 
te bleſſed one; who did not keep Covenant 
« with the Devil. Every Sinner is implicite- 
ly in League with Satan: Shou'd Souls break, 
or keep that League with him? Say not, 
the Caſe is different, for tis altogether the 
ſame, and no way differs, but as a particular 
ſinful Adꝭ ion, from a ſinful Courſe, made yp 
ot many ſuch Actions. 

3. A Man muſt obey the Dictates of his 
own Conſcience, and make haſt to break an 
unlawful Oath: For to him that efteemeth . 
ny thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean. 
An erroneous Conſcience binds a Man, from 
doing any thing againſt it, tho? it does not 
„change the Nature of the thing (ſcrupled, 
or thought to be unlawful) to another, 
* who hath other thoughts; but only to 
< himſelf it does. This is a rul'd Caſe.- 

4. Such Revilers contradict both the 
Scriptures, and their own Caſuiſts. | 
1. The Scriptures. They reflect on He- 
rod for keeping his Oath: They fay ex- 
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74 Take bied of Sthiſm: Ser. II. 
ſtdlick ; neither Diſpute; nor perſecute ; but 
out-prtach , ind nut-live * rhe Diſſehters ; 
and-the people will believe yot the Apoſtles 
Saccefiots; and will; without bidding; run 
from us to you: They will be drawn by EX 
ample, but "—_ with Clamour , or 
affrighted with falſe Charges, and loud Cries 
of Schiſm. *Tis the only way of winning 
back the People; but under all othet mea- 
ſures rhey will flill continue Unbelievers. 


Dye 3. Of Caution. 


— Take heed of. and avoid Schiſin. I mean, 
ket wel 1. That which is truly io caled; cleave to 
2 kits Chriſt, that the Union between Him and 
„ bY thy Soul, be not diſſolved: Tho in it ſelf it 

be inviolable ; yet our care and diligence is re- 
ks, 1 John 2. 28, 29. Te ſhall abide in 
Ain; and wow little Children abide in Him: 
2 that 
13832 Like the Text, Phil. 2. 12, 13. 
Wort, for tis God that worketh in c. Fear 
break the Unity ofthat Church, to which 
mou doſt belong; to that end, fear all eſtrang- 
, - ments, and loſs, and deen of Love, roany of 
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certainly loves Variety. Tis a groundleſs fan- 
ey of ſome Men, that the Bea 


_ Chriſt has left them: And we fee 
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the Merabers of it : For a * 


2 won than a firong City, &c. 1 


Cant. 2. Be not „ 
numerous Charges of Schiſm, bro he in a- 
gainſt thee. God judges not as man judges. Be 
not thou. offended at the various ways and 
* Worſhip: Take up two ſtones; na 
two thouſand, — — 
ly alike. The Great, the Ggod, the Wiſe GOD 


ty of a Church 
ſtands, in their Members being all of an height, 
their Underſtandings of a fize; whereas it 
ſtands rather, in Perſons being of different 


| Minds, and yet maintaining an harmonious A- 


to run arm in art to Heaven. There 
ound be more Unity than there js, if 
Men ies fe chew: And we for W B 


Churches, where there is that e- 
Cn — 
love one anger; A g. 32. Aud the . 
ade of them that Believe — 14 
ſaid, of. one Mind; yet 
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Poſter 15 
had fai 136, of his Anſwer to To- 
ane 
a Superiour can make that become lawful 
which is unlawful; or that not finful, 
which is ſinful. 

I Anfwer, If they can't make an unlaw- 
ful thing 


Poſtcript. 


own that they that cauſe the Schilm are 
the Schiſmaticks; and I have already in 
my fore-going Diſcourſe prov d, that you 


are the caufers of it, and conſequently the 
Guilt of it is all your own. 


Sir, You entreat the Diſſenters to con- 
ſicer what you ſay, page 4. of your Pre- 
face; l, for my part, have done it; and 
now I can't but make it my humble Re- 
queſt to the Sons of the new Church, 
icriouſly to conſider, Whether they will 
* be able ro juſtify rhemſelves, in their 
being the Caulers of our Separation, at 
* the laſt Day. Will they then 
Abe able to Apa that They did all that 
as poſſible to prevent it; and that 
* they would never have cauſed, or kept 
* up, theſe Dillurbances, if they cou'd, 

© with a good Conicience, have comply d 
«© with their Brethren, in coming nearer 
to the Word of GOD? Will they 
* then think, that a Chriſtian ought to 


« eſteem the ſuppoſed Inconveniences of 
* layi 


Paper, the C2ols in Baptiſm, or the 
like, more grievous and intollerable, 


and rearing the Church (which 
is the Body of CHRIST) in peices. 


s ECr. 


ng aſide a Durplice, a Fomn of 
than 


Poſtferipe ® 8, 
SECT. in. of Oꝛdination. 


Our firſt Argument, to prove that the 
Schiſm (as you will call ir) lies on 
the Diſſenters ſide, is, Perſons not duly 
ordain'd, uſurp the minſterial Officez and 
this cue D2vination, you make to be E- 
| piſcopal Ozpination: But is Mr. Bennet 
altogether unacquꝛinted with the Writings 
of the Diſſenters s Does he not know 


2 ich ought 

been firſt anſwer d, before he had re- ad- 
vaneed his Aſſertion of the Jus Divinum, 
of Diocefan Epiſcopacy. But omitting what 
has been learnedly on this Head, 
we will look into the Scriptures, the alone 
Rule of Faith and Practice; for Mr. Bennet 
and I write for the common People. 
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ful we may 


for an Inſtance of 
Epiſcopal Hands, 


You demand, or ask 
a Perſon ordained without 


Wh a AG... Am At >.< —_— 


, 
a 


Biſhops au Pzesbyters the ſame. $5 
a Preſident, or Moderatour, to be above the 

others, for Orders fake, for, the management 

of the Aſſairs then before them, and to a- 
void Confuſion : So do the Diſſenters ſtill, 
when they meer, and have any matter to 
debate, they chooſe a for that 
time, whoſe power ſoon expires with the 
work of the day. The old Church of 
England ſaid as we; nay, your Dr. Parker 
tells us, that this did not come in till a- 
bout 35 Years after CHRIST. And if ſome 
young Men eſpouſe the Divine Right of Di · 
oceſan Epiſcopacy : It is not becauſe they 
have met with fuller Evidence in Scripture, 
or ancient Writers, that ſhou'd convince 
them, but their Aſſurance comes in ſome 


= X nothing of this diſſe- | 


| 


every City ; and 
—  _—— 
thoſe Perſons ; he deſcribes the 


Poſtſcript. 


that are among you, I exhort, who am alſo an 
Elder, &c.v. 2. Feed the Flock, taking the over- 
febr thereof ; or as Biſhops overſeeing them, as 
in the Greek. He that can make ſenſe of ſuch 
Texts of Scripture, without admitring this 
* do that which former Ages cou d 
not 
N Pon ike woo tha Bd ol 
the Fathers, and firſt of all choſe Writers 
that were not inſpired, and infallible Writers, 
males no difference between Biſhops and 
And if it be ſaid, that Ignatius 
it, * yet it may be anſwered, he 
it with diſlike, calling it a Novel- 
J 1112 Ignatizs's Teſtimony 
ai '- + oi it was 
& not Scri 
bd wredes From what has been argued then, this 
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Who our proper Miniſters * 
there; © We regard not (ſays he) their Jeſu · 
*;tical Scoffs, who clamour againſt us, that 
ere have Taylors and Coblers, and ſuch 
* ſort of Men preach among us: So (lay 
they) do vou build up Babylon, and intro- 
duce all Confuſion. We anſwer, (ſays he) 
Who ſhall deny, but in caſe of neceſſity, 
one good Man may baptize, teach, abſolve 
another, and fo open to him, a Pa 


eternal Life? And this the Church has al- 


og own'd, and . in — of Ne- 
ceſſity: Citing Jerome Auguſtine im, 
as Witneſles: adding this, but not withour 
the Cale of Neceſſity. This is our Caſe, 


ſo far as any Man preaches Apoſtolick 


Doctrine, and. is animated with the ſame 
Spiric, (1 ſpeak of Kind, not * fur 
niſhed with the ſime Gifts, ſanctiſied with 
the ſame Graces: So far, he fucceeds the 
Apoſtles. A Lineal Succeſſion, or any other 
than this, I acknowledge not. 


* 


Poſtſcript. 


SECT: IV. * 


von have two more Arguments in ſtore, 
whereby to prove Schiſm upon us. The 
one is, when the Layety refuſe Subjection 
2 proper Miniſters. 
Anſw. No Man can be fo, without my 
jo. Choice of him, and Conſent to 
him as ſuch. The Union of a Church 


is an Union of Conſent, to walk in the ſame 
Ordinances, and Worſhip, to the Glory of 


GOD, and their mutual Edification. This 


Conſent is founded upon a Divine Warrant; 
now a Breach of this Union of CHRIST's 
making, is Schiim, not a Breach of that 
Union which is of Man's deviſing. 

Your other Argument, is, When Peo- 
ple, tho headed by their proper Miniſters, 
are divided into Parties. Surely Sir, this 
can be no ig,, Notion of Schiſm, for there 
may be fome diſorder in CHRIST's King- 
G 2 _ We wr thy 

opel, When t eng Man armed, 
the Palace, a things ava in peace... Deed, 
Souls are always quiet: When they are 


os alive by Grace, Hey are inning 0 * 


— ¶ ÿÜ— — — . 
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| 


-- 


- Sr for the Bread of Life. When the 
Wor 
dox, and found Part of the Chriſtians then, 


Separation no Schiſm: 


groan'd under Arrianiſm, the Ortho- 


had their private ſeparate Meetings by 
ſtealth, as in the Caſe of Euftathins, and 


his Followers. Flavianus invited and call'd 


away the Hearers of Leontius, after he was 
become an Arrian, exhorted 'em to deſert 
him, and did himſelf become their Paſtor. 
When Fobn Chryfiſtome was ejected, (as we 
are thruſt out) his Hearers wou d not j»yn 
with his Succeſſor; yet were not called 
Schiſmaticks by any Perſons, but thoſe 
only, that were the Cauſers of all that 
Confuſion. Theſe Inſtances come home to 
the Caſe of the Engliſh Diſſenters. 


SECT. V. 


M*. Bennet farther tells us, That if Lay- 
Conformity be lawtul, we muſt tell 
our People fo, and lay down our Miniſtry. 
Tho' you have ſo mean thoughts of our 


Miniſtry, the Land has groan'd under the } 


want of ir, and has been, from Bartholomew, 
1662. ſinking deeper and deeper into Pro- 
| —_— to this very day. Again, we be- 
ieve it not lawful for us, Having put our 
Hand to the Plow, to look back. We believe 
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that God has put us into the Miniſtry, and 
would be faithful in it: We can (thro in- 
finite Grace) with Paul, ſhew the Souls 
that God has given in, as Seals of our Mi- 
niſtry, and conſequently of our Miſſion, 
and being ſent of God, with Ja. Loe! we 
and the Children that the Lord has given 
us. Others beſt know whether they can Air 
produce the Seals of their Miniſtry, if en- 

quird after. This was Pauls Anſwer, 1 Cor. 
2 +3- and m ſure no Man can give a 


Proof of his Miniſtry, and that he is 
ſent of God. 


SE CT. VI. 
A to thoſe that to gain an Office, joyn 
Wi 


with you in your Worſhip; I think 
th vou, they want ſome Grains of Sin- 
which if they had, they would more 
the Goſpel of their Lord; and he 
Would without their Prevaricatings, find 
out thoſe that ſhou'd maintain his own ln- 
creſt But I muſt veeds write to Mr. How, 
_— tell him of this Gentleman's Challenge. 
Thiſtle in Lebanon ſent to the Cedar in 


Lebanos, ſaying, 6 Give thy D 4 to 2 
Son to Wife: And there paſſed by 


2 „ hoodie attract an ox 


| Occaſional Communion, 93 
the Thiftle. "Tis very ornamental and be- 
coming, when a Perſon has a due Eſtimate 
of Himſelf, and his Abilities: A Perſon 
20 Cubits lower than vir. Hoem, is equal 
to Mr. Bennet. . 
Tho I can fay little for Occaſional Com- 
munion, as practis'd by ſome of our Bre- 
thren, but own my {elf diſſatisfied with it; 
2d — 1 off this 8 * | 
ure Mr. How: The thing he is „„ 
offended at, it ſeems, is, That Mr.” How 2 
ſhould ſay, He did not know, that he ought A - —_ 7 
Man from Conformity: 1 * — 
plain ſenſe whereof, amounts to no v_ 
more than this: As if Mr. Z7ow had faid, | 
True! I my ſelf cannot conform, but Au- 


to diſlwade any 
The 


to find me, or ſome of my Diſſenting Bre- cette 
thren: But for my part, Il perſwade no of 
Man, but will leave every one ro the Con- 
duct of the Divine Spirit, and dictates of 
his own Conſcience: I do not think it my 
Duty to impoſe my Opinion'upon another, 
leſt I make my ſelf doubly guilty, while 
I find fault with the impoſing Temper of 
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1 — a very unfair way of arguing. 


Ling 


Poſer 


SECT. VII. 


you tell us of large Conceſſions made 
by Dr. Bryan, and Mr. Baxter: What 
does Mr. Re Sb them ? Is it not 
this? Becauſe they bave gone far, we muſt 


ou hereby help me to an Argu- 
your 3 * Schiſm does not 
mag cw lide, ſecing we are willing 
— comply as far as poiſibly we can with 
Conſcience: And it ſhews a great 


deal of ill Nature in thoſe, that having not 
Conſcience to plead, only Superiority, will 
not abate a Ceremony to fave three fink- 
> 


"Many of your Party have made us 


| large Conceſſions, who have told us, * 4 


the Ceremonies were kept up to bring in 
the Papiſts, not to keep out the Proteſtants. 
Hear the ſame Author, how he ſpeaks far- 
ther to the Church of Exgland: * He that 
. to take away the inſupportable Yoak 

of Jewiſh . certainly did ne- 
ver intend to gall the Necks of ” bis Diſ- 
— with another inſtead of it. And 


2 a Men * — — * WY . 


Moderation of Spirit. 95 
it would be ſtrange, the Church ſhould 
= more than Chrift himſelf did 

ins make oder Condi of her Cor 
| <« munion, than our Saviour 
* ſhip. What poſſible Reaſon can be gi 
ven, why ſuch things ſhould not be fuf- 
« ficient for Communion with a Church, 
IT 2 * 8 Salvati- 
| on? * poſtolical! That 
a WILLHaM's En Speech x. 
to His Pat ——. to be written in golden 
Letters. When your Party hearken to this 
Author's Inſtructions; we will fit down 
by Mr. Baxter's Conceſſions. I would to 
God, theſe words were graven on the Spi- 


| : ight give 

none occaſion to the World to ſay, that 
„ we don't ſo much find fault with Impoſi- 
that we our ſelves are not 


in 
__ 
do 
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Man that 


ſhou'd turn him out of his Houſe, and 
bolt the Door af.er him, then run to the 
Window, with a ſerious and compaſſio- 
77 Enquiry, Sir, by do pou not come 
[ leave it with every Reader to judge, 
who are the faulty guilty Perſons, whe- 
ther your Party, who have the Power to 
> Unite us, and to heal our unhappy breach 
es, by abatcing thoſe things the Church 
can well cnough ſpare, and will not; or 
we who woud do it, but cannot. Not 
We, but You are the Schilmaticks : The 
Apoſtle (I'm ſure) lays the Sin at their 
door who cauſe it; therefore, You are the 


O. Mr. Bennet ſays, Page 98. Becauſe 
you cannet uſe ever? Line of the Liturgy, 
one Line of it. O 


ies, to keep down 

„ and keep up the Honour | 
its 7 that owe to Truth? Not one Line! 1 
_ ple ask, Sir, Would that have done? Mr. Ber- 
e wee is aware what Anſwer I might return 
«a C2; him, but for the fake of Religion in ge- 
rel h1vt neral, Vil turn my Pen another Way. 
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